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SUBJ: QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FROM ECEVIT 
PRESS CONFERENCE 2000 LOCAL TIME 

REF: ANKARA 6526 

FOLLOWING IS EMBASSY'S UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION OF 
Q S AND A S FROM REFERENCED ECEVIT PRESS CONFERENCE: 

1. IN ANSWER TO A QUESTION WHETHER THERE HAS BEEN ANY CLASH 
WITH BRITISH OR UN TROOPS SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE OPERATION. 
ECEVIT STATED THAT NO REPORT HAS BEEN RECEIVED ON THIS SUBJECT. 

2. ECEVIT EXPLAINED THE MILITARY AND POLITICAL TARGETS OF 

THE OPERATION ARE AS FOLLOWS: "FIRST OF ALL THIS OPERATION HAS NO 
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OBJECTIVE TO INVADE THE ISLAND, TO ANNEX THE ISLAND TO TURKEY OR 
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TO UPSET THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF THE ISLAND. AND ABOUT ALL, 

WE WANT TO ESTABLISH THE INTEGRITY OF THE ISLAND ON FIRMER 
FOUNDATIONS; PROVIDE THE TURKISH CYPRIOTS, WHOSE HOPES 
AND SECURITY ARE DEPENDENT ON TURKEY WITH THE FREEDON 
WHICH THEY AMPLY DESERVE; AND BRING AN END TO THEIR LONG YEARS 
OF SUFFERINGS AND MISERY." 

2. JOURNALIST REMINDED ECEVIT THAT THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT 
OPPOSED TURKEY IN THE GENEVA CONFERENCE AND TURKEY'S CYPRUS 
OPERATION IN GENERAL AND ASKED THE OPINIONS OF ECEVIT ON 
BRITISH AND USSR ATTITUDES. ECEVIT SAID : "I DON'T WANT TO SAY 
ANYTHING ABOUT THE ATTITUDE OF BRITISH GOVERNMENT, BUT I CANNOT 
REFRAIN FROM EXPRESSING MY REGRET ON THIS OCCASION. IF 
ENGLAND HAD ACCEPTED OUR PROPOSAL WHEN I WENT THERE AND 
PERSONALLY APPROACHED THEM FOR AN UNIFIED ACTION AS TWO 
GUARANTOR COUNTRIES BEFORE THE BEGINNING OF THE OPERATION TO SAVE 
CYPRUS FROM THE RUIN IT SUFFERED, THERE WOULD NOT BE ANY NEED 
TO RESORT TO A SOLUTION THAT ALSO IS PAINFUL FOR ENGLAND. THERE 
IS REACTION FROM USSR THAT MAY BE CAUSE REGRET. AS I 
HAVE STATED EARLIER, WE WILL SHOW SPECIAL CARE TO PROTECT THE 
ATMOSPHERE OF DETENTE IN THE WORLD, AND PARTICULARLY IN OUR 
REGION, DURING OUR CYPRUS OPERATION AS WELL AS IN FUTURE ATTEMPTS 
TO FIND A SOLUTION TO THE CYPRUS ISSUE." 

4. ANOTHER JOURNALIST ASKED WHETHER TURKEY WILL ACCEPT THE 
BRITISH ACTION PUTTING ITS TROOPS AT THE DISPOSAL OF THE UN 
PEACEKEEPING FORCE. ECEVIT SAID: "ON THIS SUBJECT THEREARE 
MANY QUESTION MARKS IN YOUR MIND AS WELL AS MINE. 

HOWEVER, FOR THE TIME BEING I PREFER NOT TO ANSWER THESE 
QUESTIONS. I WANT TO LEAVE BEHIND WHAT HAS HAPPENED IN THE 
PAST. I HOPE THAT LESSONS WILL BE LEARNED FROM EXPERIENCE OF 
THE PAST ON HOW THE UN CAN CARRY OUT ITS DUTIES IN TH BEST 
MANNER, NOT ONLY IN CYPRUS BUT ALSO IN OTHER COUNTRIES." 

5. IN ANSWER TO A QUESTION ON WHAT WILL HAPPEN IN VIEW OF 
CONCENTRATION OF TROOPS BY GREECE ALONG TURKISH BORDERS AND 
IN THE EVENT GREECE STARTS A MILITARY OPERATION AGAINST TURKEY, 
ECEVIT SAID: "SINCE THERE IS NO INDICATION OF SUCH AN ACTION, 

I CANNOT COMMENT ON THIS SUBJECT. WE SHOWED GREAT CARE AT 
THE BEGINNING OF AND DURING THE OPERATION TO LAY THE FOUNDA- 
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TIONS OF A SOUND TRUKISH-GREEK FRIENDSHIP. I DON’T WANT 
TO THINK OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH A CLASH BETWEEN TURKEY AND 
GREECE-OUR ALLY, NEIGHBOR AND FOR WHOM WE STILL MAINTAIN 
THE HOPE OF BEING OUR FRIEND." 

6. IN ANSWER TO ANOTHER QUESTION ECEVIT SAID REPORTS HAVE 
BEEN RECEIVED THAT GREEK CYPRIOTS WERE ABANDONING NICOSIA 
AFTER THE BEGINNING OF THE OPERATION OF TURKISH ARMED FORCES 
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THIS MORNING." 

7. ASKED WHETHER THERE WAS THE POSSIBILITY OF A GREEK AND 
BRITISH OPERATION AND WHETHER HE HAS DECIDED TO COUNTER SUCH 
AN OPERATION, ECEVIT GAVE THE FOLLOWING ANSWER: "I DON’T 
WANT TO DISCUSS ASSUMPTIONS. AS A MATTER OF FACT WE HAVE 
MADE THE NECESSARY WARNINGS FOR SHIPS AND AIRCRAFT TO KEEP 
CLEAR OF CYPRUS. WE DID THE SAME THING LAST TIME. THIS 
DERIVES FROM OUR CONCERN NOT TO HARM ANY SHIP OR AIRCRAFT 
UNINTENTIONALLY. IF ALL COUNTRIES PAY HEED TO THIS GOOD-WILLED 
WARNING, SUCH A POSSIBILITY WILL NOT OCCUR.” 

8. ECEVIT STATED THAT THE LATEST SITUATION IN CYPRUS WILL BE DIS- 
CLOSED BY TGS. HE SAID THAT TURKISH UNITS WERE ADVANCING RAPIDLY 
AND ADDED "THE AREAS WHICH WERE MINED AND THE AREAS WHICH 
WERE MOST DIFFICULT TO ADVANCE IN HAVE BEEN LEFT BEHIND PRACTI- 
CALLY EVERYWHERE. I WAS AT TGS A SHORT WHILE AGO AND THERE 
WAS NO REPORT OF LOSS OF AIRCRAFT OR TANKS. AS FAR AS I KNOW, 
NICOSIA AIRPORT WHICH IS IN THE CONTROL OF UN FORCES HAS NOT 
BEEN BOMBED. THE NEWS MAY HAVE DERIVED FROM THE BOMBING 

OF ADJACENT MILITARY TARGETS.” 

9. IN ANSWER TO A QUESTION ABOUT WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF ENGLAND 
INTERVENES IN THE CAPACITY OF A GUARANTOR COUNTRY, ECEVIT SAID: 

"I BELIEVE THAT ENGLAND IS CONCERNED AS MUCH AS WE ARE ABOUT 
MAINTAINING THE POWER, EFFECTIVENESS AND UNITY OF NATO IN OUR 
REGION. AND I BELIEVE THAT IT WILL NOT LEAD TO SUCH A POSSIBILITY." 

10. TO THE QUESTION ON DURATION OF THE OPERATION, ECEVIT SAID: 

"I BELIEVE THAT IT WILL BE VERY BRIEF." 

MACOMBER 
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